


“We wanted to inspire /)(’0/)/(’ and to

give back to the earth, and to teach our
children the importance of this,” says

Lisa Sharkey on going green.
o C (@ C

isa Sharkey and Paul Gleicher’s

he autside of

recently rer ted 1885 townhouse is w , but don't let
that fool you. Undemneath the new low.VOC paint, a green
brownstone grows in Manhattan

From the low-E argon-flled thermally insulated wood

dad fron ar and the t‘l!‘.xl.illﬂ},j:rJ“j.' friendly limestone

look-alike floor tikes in the foyer to the Energy Star-rated

ConservaGlass glaring in the conservatory at its top, the five

Aoar, sophisticated, haute-design home is an unabashed
green leaf in the concrete jungle.
Sharkey, who runs Al Roker's T

v ;‘.'.-du.‘n':‘. company, and

Gleicher, an architect whose clients have included the actors

Kevin Bacon and Kyra Sedgwick and former New York City

mayor Rudolph Gi wve themselves the green light o

go green because, Sharkey says, “we wanted to inspire people
and to give back to the earth, and to teach cur children the
impartance of this."

The Upper West Side property was perfect for greening

because it was a gut job: None of the vintage architectural

wiistone fagade,

g the original 18

chements, not even the distinetive

survived, and the infrmstructure, i

foot-long joists, had to be replaced

*It was my idea ro go green,” Shadeey says. “[ had meta
couple who had just completed a green house in California,
and we had just dosed on this house. | just had one of those
Eurcka! moments and sid, “Wow, we could do this. We

shonld do this.™

Going groen, they were pleasantly surprised to find, didnit

cost a bank vault full of greenbacks. *You don't have ta be
rich to do this,” Gleicher says. "l estimated that it only cost
5 percent to 10 percent more to go green. And part of that

was hecause some of the products, like the kitchen cabinets,

which are formaldchyde-frec, had to be shipped from Oregor

int find them in New York.”

because we cou

Sharkey adds that lirtde things, induding low-odor, low- to

zero-VOC paints, and compact Huorescent ]ilf,h( bulbs, are

goad ways to stare the greening, “You certainly don't have to

do

tte renavation.”

h going green did not take longer—<construction
was angoing for a year under the supervision of contractor
Gearge Constant of Abigail Hess Interiors and continued
even after the family moved in—it did take a while to rescarch
the praducts. *le was hard, but it was fun-hard o find things,”
Sharkey says. "It became an obsession of mine to be pristine
Sometimes, we would be on the Intemnet looking up things
until two in the moming.”

That's how they found Imagine Tiles, which are made









from environmentally recyeled materials and whase
production process uses recycled water. And that's where they
discovered Neil Kelly of Ore,
"\.H’ﬂ\udﬁ'h]d\" rfﬂ(' '.\{'J r\\\.‘.ld (ﬂl‘i"&"l)‘ ‘h ‘ll\lrj‘llﬂl 'h\' ]Nmu’.

on who made the Asian.style,

*[t was almost prohibitively expensive to gee the cabinetry
because it had to be shipped across the country,” Gleicher
says. * It peardy doubled the cose. When you do this, it'’s best
to stay with local companies, but we couldn't find ene.” Other
green |.'il-nducu. im‘|u|.‘|il|{_ the bamboo tables from the Tadd
Oldham by La.Z-Boy Collection, the Marvin windows and
doors, and the Sherwin Williams paints, were casier to find.
They also made sure their three children
Greg, M-year-0ld [)lJLI.i', and vighb)'\’ﬁ:-o]d Casey—were

15-year-ald

actively involved in the s*cnyn decisions. Casey, for c\:.ln\l.\k‘.
chase the funky Aowe r-power design on the ecofriendly self-
stick carpet blacks by Interface Flor for her bedroom, and
all three children voted a resounding yes for putting Imagine
Tile'’s ceramic tiles of poalside images on the Aoors of their
bath and neighboring laundry room so they can feel as
though ¢
Shadkey and Gleicher began wich the basics:a b
iency boiler and hot-water heater; independently

¢ literally are walking on water.

€

controlled hot-water radiators that double as wall décor:

a
water fileration system: wood joists and other lumber products
that use fast-growing. small-diameter trees efficiently and

thar don't damage old-growth forests or tropical rinforests:
studs made from fast-growing aspen and poplar trees that

are debarked and shredded into strands thar are coated with

a formaldehyde-free binder: insulation tha features a vapor
barrier: 2 centnal vacuum system to remave dust; water-aving
faucets and dual-Aush toiletss and heated towel racks that
replace bathroom radiators. *The air's clean, the water's clean,
there's as much light as possible—shar’s why the windows we
put in are o gigancic vet [the house| doesn’t look out of place
on the block because the windows have mullions,” Sharkey

says. " The brownstone still maintains some of its historic
characrer”

Adds Gleicher: "All the water is filtened, not just the
water in the sinks. You can gee residue buildup in appliances
and showers if you dant do this. In the master bathroom,
the whirlpoal is an air-jet that is self-purging, so there’s no
potential for mold and bacteria.”

Then they carried the green the me over into the décar
with the help of Gleicher's in-house designer, David Barry.

We chose a modem aesthetic,” Sharkey says, “because we

wanted to show poople thar you dont have to be crunchy-
fecly, log cabin to be ccofriendly.” Sharkey poines to Diesiron’s
itigh,n\'lr sectional sofa in the li\‘inl'_ room; it is made of
responsibly harvested wood and is formaldehyde-free. “The
color scheme of the entire brownstone intentionally is green.”
Sharkey says. “The fabric we sclocted for the sofa is called
‘Leaf s0 | thoughe, “That's a sign: ket’s go for it.™

The kirchen, which overdoaks a neighboring brownstone
covered in green ivy, greens up with \|1ir1j.‘ celadon and

Cream countertops from lceStone, a Brooklyn company.

that are made of recycled glass and concrete. The dining

chairs and banquette in the breakfast rmom go double preen
with gorpeous sustainable fabrics by Angela Adams: and the
backsplash sparkles with inch-square swimming-pool green,
sky blue, and cdoud-white recycled-glass tiles from Oceanside
Glasstile in California. *Yes, the Oceanside Glasstile is a little
bit more expensive,” Sharkey says, “but | like to feel berrer
about che stuff, too. These products have heare, and | wane
to be able 1o go bome after a long, hard day at work and

feel really good abour what my house looks like—also, more
importanty, the friendliness it exudes.”

Appointed with encrgy-efhcient Bosch appliances, the

kitchen is rounded out by pieces from Environment Furniture




that are made from reclaimed wood and is linked to the

dining room via the renewable lypeus hardwood Booring, the

IeeStone fireplace surround, and the pearwood mantel thae
l'n.\l{l'.-.x Il',-. ;;I‘\' hen cabines.

The sleck Areplace from Bellfires, complet: with a residue-
ll"-iﬁlﬂ”l ')':.'”“1\‘-‘- if"i] Hul'. 15a "i\)"’l\ '."’\.H;:il'f\. 1 -‘!.l"“ <an
.’"fl‘ th ree \-“[1.{5 l|r' W Rl i" 14 J"L{ you "Tli'\' i.’\.t onc l.-lll" "'1‘
ashes,” Gleicher says proudly

Sharkey ushers a visitor ineo the master suite, where green
meees the eye and sooches the soul. The color scheme, which
is set by leeStone’s Denim Sky on the bathroom countertop
and floor,

Gleicher designed and had fabeicated by Fumature, *We

is carried through on the organic, nontoxic fumiture

a company; Loomstate, that makes organic denim, 3o we
upholstered the bed and bench in dungances,.” Shark
She folds bad et to reveal a feather-sole |

Comfort org

the d

mattress. ~ Most mattresses are made with
formaldchyde,” she sayx, grimacing. "Who would want
slecp on thae”

Gl

cher points out the his-and-her dloset; it's a walk-in,
but that's not what he's excited aboue. “It’s made by Galifornia
Closets out of a new low-emission particlebeard, and there’s
no urca Jd\il.'\i mma !Illf.h:lllrln_’_‘ § [N.' 5.'\:.1 Ddl.{ln}.' - r‘}';l. “"I

formaldchydes, in proper formulation, don't off-gas nearly as

much as urca-formaldchyde glues.”

Sharkey

wof, where a Four Seasons glass comservatory whose panes

and Gleicher's top green project is the one on the

ArC TWICT 338 CNCTE}-COnsCIving as conventional ones stands, Tt

n scdum

a living garden of gre
I

and wolled up,” Sharkey says of the sedum ground covering,

literally leads 1o a “green o

timmed by shiny ink-black river stones was delivered live

bouse co

“and boisted by cranc up here, It keeps ket in

summcr Jl\ul WArmsT m windcr '\"d I reduccs alr F“““tl"l‘.
including greenhoase gases. If cveryone in Manhattan had a
green toof, the temperature in the clyy woukd o down five

As she speaks, her words are punctuated by the low

Tudor

degrees

of a stainkes ste sart

slow gur, water sculpture

Farmer that was made of recyeled materials

Gleicher demonstrates the encrgy-efficient window-blind

. ; b
onscrvatory. “1 feel it is my raponsibilicy as

system, which allows them to control the amount of light ar

heat ent ths

an architect to inform my clients that they have choices and

that a green choice is a better choice,” he says

icher will be

ww that the project is finished, glx!!l\.j. and C

making another contribution to the greening of the plance: T

want to donate the brownstones original 18-foot-| wouoden

Jod wood

Although they realize that theies is nota gypical family

naure of rec

Joists to a company that makes

they cat organic food exclusively and embrace homeopathic
medicine—Sharkey and Gleicher hope that others will ook

thumbs. “This i

at their project and cultivate their own gree

the fourth residence that we have renovated for our growing

family,” Sharkey sayx. T don't know whether le will be our
l.\\'. l“l( ll! IlLi‘ (L4 (A I‘l' ."N"”F llll' I.“Wl Ililll'h"\ ] l;-‘fl‘( want to
Il"‘\" |h|\ Onge, b

Like a lite

green leeStone shb w another, dodging the gentle rooftop

€:|r' ph.. i ;"'I“‘ utch, she ju ps from one

raindrops. “Listen, you can hear the crickets!” she exclaims. She

cocks her | o the side. Sure enough, amid the rar of traffic

and the clac i.n't_l ~<rash of a }:.n"uc:;‘ tuck bekow, there sounds,

from the river stones, a solitary but strong “Chirmup!™ ®
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GREEN BROWNSTONE RESOURCE LIST

CLOSET INTERIORS: CALIFORNIA CLOSETS

Custom-desipresd doset interions using lrmaklelyde-free

SkyBlered particlebournd. CONTACT: waww codchomsis com
FLOOR AND WALL TILE: ATLAS CONCORDE
Textured lke bBrushed concrete, double-rad “

FLOOR AND WALL TILE: RAGNO

Drsigred 10 transkorm wals into twatrical Backdogs of everydiy
Ti%2, this brand's sipboty of materlals and natural and bright coloes
Irrdane [ntenions with & soothig bl decabady madonm, Gmily-like
w. Basic! Forcedun Coranic Floor and Wl Tike. Oyvigams
vEoature Strip. CONTACT; wiww ot

GLASS TILE: OCEANSIDE GLASSTILE

Located in Carlsbad, Calloorm, Oosansde Glasstio prockes

lusury glass tiks contalning B6 pescent recyclod bottles and slica
sind a rereswabke resoarce. Tessars Mosaics Tor Walk and Floors
can be used Lo procduce i vanety of ki patterns, border desipns
and medalicrs. CONTALT: wwwglisstbe com

LINOLEUM FLOORING: FORBC FLOORING, INC.
Marmokam Click Floor Tiks are acobogcally produced by
pressing Max seadks 1o create lrssed oll, which i tum s mixed
with pine rosns ard waood Baiir

CONTACT: #0) B 467, Mumbak indsmel Padk, Haziemn, PA

18201

W PG mahuamstom com

INTERIOR PAINT: SHERWIN WILLIAMS

Harmony Interior Latex Coating and Duration Home

Intarior Latex Coating

These are low adon 2oro- oF ow-NOC paints both washitée wd
durable, with anti-microbibl propertkes, and thel erific cokor
selections CONTACT: www shvwds wilims.com
COUNTERTOPS: ICESTONE

Dranim Sky and Sage Paarl Concrete and Recycled Glass
Marrix for Kichen Countertogs and Master Bath Coumtertops

leeStone countertogs. floars, and vanity tops are made from

ChpboardPageNumber NEW YORK HOUSE / Novernber 2006

recyclhed glass and concrete, blended and set into shibs. polished

to ook like termazra. leeStooe surfaces are strong a5 granite, not

s s rartie. andd heat-resstant lke stone. The chencal

oaitian is bengn and 995 percent inarganic, making it

a very sabe matenal regarding doty and fire resistance The

cies are preen, and ths s & ol compan
at the Broakyn Navy Yards. CONTACT: wwwiestuns by
SUSTAINABLE FABRICS: ANGELA ADAMS

Angeda Adame & knoran worddaide far her madern nags. and she

has just come coft with 3 Ine of sgnature srtanable fbncs
CONTACT: waw.apeiondoms com

CENTRALVACUUM SYSTEM: BEAM INDUSTRIES

This bult-in deaning appliance cleans house and improses indoor
air quaiity amutareausly, Research shaws Beam systems remove
100 percent of contacted dirt, dusa mates, polen, dander and
ather allergens CONTACT: wwalbisarmmoccom

APPLIANCES: BOSCH

These worbd-rencranad applances are elkegant, use &0 percent
less water and &8 percent less electncity, and cut wirste o hall,
Refriperator, Dibvwasher, Double C
Drawes, Gas Cocldop, Kitchen Exdaudt Hood, Microwane, €

arnwection Oheny Warming

Veasher and Gas Clathes Diyer
CONTACT: www.hosexofsh
MEDICINE CABINETS: ROBERN

Designlogic MP2AD4FN. Rotem's sobd aurirum framed
coretnuction prosdes nud-fres cperation and durab ity Sale

WS CONT?

3l
e=z andd prevent dirt and

gasheted frames protect sgainst sharp &
maisture fram entening the cabinets. CONTACT: wiwiw/obes 1 com
PUBLIC ROOMS FURNITURE: DESIRON

Thomgson Sectional Sofa, Simon Side Table, Floor Lamp,
Madison Dining Table, Barrow Bar Stook

Desiron doss not use ary Sanraldshyde and uses woa

that are

Errronmental rrext. Thesy make everything at their [t

in New jersey o shipping was ensrgy efficers . Their styl= s
mirimalst, yet clissic CONTACT: www desionicom

BEDROOM FURNITURE: FURNATURE

Master Bedroom Bed, Mattress, Chaise, Bench, Chair

Traditional bedding Contais syrthetic materials sod an abundince
of chermical sudh @ formaldetede and arssnic, which off

grsss haernlul wapors theoughout the nght. Furr

© produes
v beecklingg i Massachusetty are woeld
rencrarvis]. CONTACT: waww Trnature
WINDOW SHADES: HUNTER DOUGLAS

Luminette Privacy Sheers’ Irarslucent Bk facings and soft
fabeic vanes that rotate lor wéete degrees of light control and
ey, Alustra Wowen Textures Roman Shades e Ight-iering
altematives 10 solir streans. CONTACT: waw. uniocdugios.oom
ROOFTOP WATER FEATURE: TUDOR FARMER

The Watar Wil, mad at Two Rivers Farm in Danton, MD, & Falf

Sairdiss stocd soven hall montz soreen, Cascadng wier Creates

lowsly compex pattons, and omes Gpthating sounds. The water vl

Can b nadn of stooe, ghies, woodd and Gan be up 10 40 Bat fgh
CONTACT:( 621-8977

MASTER BATH FAUCETS, SINK, AND SHOWER: LEFROY
BROOKS

XO and JO Fawucets” thermostatic valvas 1 shoravr an,

presmint scakiing and save water by aloming quick adustme

t
of witer temporatine, Also, Ledroy Brooks ships ol prodiucts n
recychd packaging. CONTACT: www ooy
MASTER BATHWHIRLPOOL SPA: BAINULTRA

This Canackan company has Merlly changed the face of hathing
Origari T242 usas sonthing ar jots st

hrnoks.com

ad of witer jots.
prevanting mokd and mikkew, The tub s punges o no standing
water rervaing in the wts. Chromathwerapy Dathes the water in
colonedd lght CONTACT: www botindtra com

PLUMBING FIXTURE SUPPLIER:

SIMONS HARDWARE AND BATH

Dvdgner Rack Shiaver provicks a tadst on tradtionalism kor

aes. CONTACT: 42/ LY

wore.00m

Fis foct 1 Avevnin, MNew York, NY

continued on pope 48



GREEN BROWNSTONE RESOURCE LIST

wontiued from poge 36
WHOLE HOUSE WATER FILTRATION SYSTEM:
ECOWATER

This water treatment system, instalied in the basement, littess all
waler coming nto the heme, This ensures chaner, softer liundry;

lsamicar, foatring bathe sifer Letier dinkerg and cookive water;

free ke and & fd e for applunces, laucets and pipes
This system pays bor itsell. CONTACT: wawecouwtes
BOILER AND HOT WATER SYSTEMS: WEIL MCLAIN

These systams sire ervergy and aperate meee efliciently, The

om

bailer does all the woek for the water heater, sending its hat

water into the 80-galion tark in the celar. The ndirect-fired

water heaters produce batce the peak flow ol a tirkk

least S0 percent meee than 4 comparably sited drect.fired gas
water heater, and theee times as much as an electric unit
CONTACT: warmwet.f
IN-LINEVENTILATION FANS FOR BATHROOMS AND
LAUNDRY ROOM: BROAN

\entilating naxious indoor air contaminants is orucal 1o heakth
Broan's MP280 Mulu.Port In-Line Venulation Fans not anly

esxtaust o ain bt are sk

because they are located just below

the roaf, 2way from the bathrocms and Lundey room
CONTALCT: wwarhroan com

HOT WATER RADIATORS AND TOWEL WARMERS:
MYSON RADIATORS

Décor Panel Radartors, Columa Radator, Cavatine White
Hydronic Towel Warmer

Myson is an 150 9002 Certifed ManufacturerThese desk
palnted white steel radlators and towel warmers alow s o
eficiontly heat our hame with gentle radiant heat whie not
surifiorg gpace or aesthetics CONTACT: wwwi
LIVING ROOM RUG: LIZA PHILLIFS

“Sering Game™ Rug Liza Phiips h

FARAANG LOVM

N exdibatng her artwork

for 25 years. The nag is wowen at 60 knats per inch and colomd

with cortifie Aronmentaly-fiandy Sawss dyws It bears

bath the Rug abel puarantsesng na chld abor, an

MNepsl Bco-Wash label

CONTALT: warw brg

DECORATIVE LIGHTING: YUGHTING

Yhighting = the Lirgesit anline retailer of bgh-end modem Gghting

inchudrg low-voltage monorall lighting, tide 24 lighting, kconic

detlgn pleces and hard-todind impocted fixtures, They thi
n conk

ipiscesgncam

arders quic!
CONTACT: wwwi i
EXTERIOR WALL SCONCES: MURRAY FEISS
Lighthouse Sconces Local compary Murray Fess

y the fourmanth industry standand,

Brons has been ranufacturing kghting for over S
Triple-pilated,
resistar
CONTALCT; watw fns.com

LIVING ROOM COFFEE TABLE, CHILDREN'S TRUNDLE
BEDS: ENVIRONMENT FURNITURE

This

anty's trademark B eco <o ars design Thetr

current Ine fatures redamed 100.year-ofd Bradlan wood s
combined with new matenak and erponarmic

CONTACT. wrwiey
LIVING ROOM AND BOY'S ROOM CEILING LIGHTING
FIXTURES: GALERAITH & PAUL

Large Funnel Pendant wirs hand Slodcprinted in 2
studio. CONTACT: www pabratfionapoulcnm
CHILDRENS'S BEDROOM CARPETS: INTERFACE INC

One of the workd's greensst carpet manufac

anmentfursiire.cam

Philackelpbia

rers, Intesrface’s

natall and

Flor carpet tiles are versatie. practical sasy

avalable in a wide vanety of colors tesdures, and pattems

With <0 many oplicfe yau an e your own despner and
rececoratar wheneser the whim drbes you

CONTALT: wwtw.inder joce fioe.carm

POWDER ROOHM, BOY'S BATH, AND LAUNDRY ROOM:
MAGINE TILE. INC
Ivuaging Tiks, Inc plisneered the art of Incarporating ligh

rasol hon, digital images in coramic tie. Thiso adremidy durablo

commarcialy rated thes hoast unbedkrvably realistic images aned

§ by sunlght, strong chemicals, fire, water ar wear
horse Water, Blush, and Canyon tiles.

CONTACT: wiww/mogirmiie.cam

CHILDREN'S MATTRESSES: COVEREST MATTRESSES

Wi chose Covervst'’s pare, safe, chemicalb fres Bamboo Seep

Systom mattressas. CONTACT: waw ik | iom

SUNROOM FURNITURE: TODD OLDHAM FOR LA-Z-807
MNerw La-Z-Bary parrtreer Todd €

desgn, combines style, comdort, durabelity, and accessitiity, has

whiny Enarany for Sorwand-thinking

casional furmitue

designed a complata inp of home fannshings, ¢
and a rechning chalr, CONTACT: wiwalo-Z -ty o
SNOW MELTING AT ROOF GUTTERS: EASY HEAT

Sno*Malter® and Mi Trace ™ heating cable systams peowick

Instalkex] berwath the satie,

eCormical snow and ke 1

abias Dot the saut,

thesa ¢ a0 aba fewarg
CONTACT: wuwaasyfioat
INTERIOR PLASTER: AMERICAN CLAY EARTH PLASTERS

Marsiactured oy and o

e o sndw an th wat

rias fom the US Americin Cliy
beant
3 and lada

It

uses naturad Cays, rocyded and redamod i

rutucal pagronts. Earth Plasters av non
resistant, reparabibe and molstre «
CQONTALT: warwamericanchay onm

LIGHT FIXTURE SUPPLIER: MSK ILLUM:
Fiber-Optic lighting bing

s for its enargy eflickoncy; lack of pereratod heat; resistancn

ontroding

{ATIONS

n commercld e, is now pogaibir in

10 mossTyng; sakety trom shock; and ablity 1o filtes
rays making i parkct lor artwork Aflor CONTACT:
M) 327-7877, ar MSK Waminatoes, (21 2) 8886474 W

o i

aut ultravofet

AMERIC AN GLAY EARTH PLASTER
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