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Lower Manhattan
leads in high-end
green towers, partly
because of mandates

BY MARGARET JAWORSKI

ROM BASEMENT 10 fo0f
garden and counter
ops (o dosets, just
about  everything In
Lisa Sharkey and Paul
Gleicher's newly renovated Upper
West Side brownstone is green.

Not the color green—though
their living room sofa s sage—but
the concept green, as in eco-friend
ty. In the Sharkey-Gleicher home,
natural-clay plaster and fume-free
paint covers the walls. The counter
tops and bathroom tiles are made of
recycled ghes and concrete. The
house has mold-inhibiting insula-
tion, a high-efMiciency gas boller, a
triple- liltration waler system, and a
svstem that cleans the alr and dou
biles as a viacuum.

Mz, Gleicher, an architect and
the founder of Gleicher Design
Group, says he plans to apply the
wealth of experience he garnered
during the 18- month renovation of
his own home when he launches the
subsidiary Gleicher Green Group,

“Before designing for others, |
wanted to go through the process
mysell.” he says. "So [ became my
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From single - [amily brownstones
to high-rises, New York's green
scene is inching toward red hot.

green-constiuction  guinea

Since 2003, six eco-smart apast
ment buildings have gone up in
Manhattan: several more are under
construction or belng planned,

Tax credits, building incentives
and lower utility coses help make the
steeper up-fromt costs of building
green—estimated ot 3% 10 15%
more  than  traditional construc
tion—more palatable.

On top of that, the eco-friendly
mantle adds a marketing advantage
al a tme when comsumers are in-
creasingly conoerned about energy
cosls, the environment and global
warming.

"This s much more than a
trend.” says developer Bruce Becker,
peesident of Becker + Becker Asso
ciates.” The industry i beginning (o
understand the tremendous eco
nomic, social and ecological beneflits
of building green.”

Going fast

SEVERAL SOUGHT-AFTER investors
scoffed eight years ago when Mr.
Beckes fist pitched his plan 1o
build a green high-rise on the site of
a foemer sanitarium on Roosevell
[sland.

“They're sorry now,” Mr. Becker
siys.

Finished this spring, Mr. Beck
er’s Roosevelt Islind baby, The Oc
tagon. has reached 95% occupancy
six months ahead of schedule.

Randy Cato moved intoa studio
unit there a few months ago.
Though Mr. Cato wasn't necessari

THE OCTAGON, on Rocsevelt Isfand, filled up shead of scheduls.

green roof and the
sulnidized  finess
center—and his ml
mncule electric bill.
“This  summer,
we averaged $67 a
month,” Mr. Vescio
says. “And thats
while running the air
conditioner 24/7.”

Hooked
OTHER COMPLETED
eco-Iriendly projects
downtown  include
Tribeca Green, a
234-unit rental
property, and The
Verdesian, a 26-sto
1y building on the
northern tip of Bat
tery Park.

Further uptown,

Iy looking to go green, the Web site
designer has embraced the model
and ordered furniture made fromre
cycled materials,

Along with lowered utility bills,
his environmentally conscious dwell
ing delivers an unexpected benefit:
stans. “My fiiends are impressed,”
Mr. Cato says,

The tend started in 2003 with
F'he Solaire, the country’s first green
residential  high-rise, developed
by the Albanese Organization.
Located in Battery Park, the 27-sto
1y, 293 -unit building has 3,400
square feet of photovoliaic panels
that generate 5% of the structure’s
electricity.

Wall Street veteran Brian Vesclo
and his family live in a three-bed
room, 170D square-Toot apartment
at The Solaire. Despite his steep
monthly rent of $8,000, Mr. Vescio
sn't complalning. He likes the
building’s amenities, including the

on West 57th Street
and 11th Avenue, i The Helena,
The 37-story, 597-unit bullding,
which wis erected by notable green
developer The Durst Organtzation,
is fully occupied. Another half
dozen such towers are under con
striction throughout the city.

The concentration of green
buildings in lower Manhattan does
nol necessarily reflect developers’
environmental instinets. In 2000,
the Battery Park City Awthority in
stituted mandateey green guidelines
for new residential bulldings,

Even so, some developers bitten
by the eco-bug are hooked.

“I will only do green projects,”
says Mr. Becker, who has pro-
posed & mixed-use bullding in
Connecticut.

And he's not just talking the talk:
Last year, he traded in his BMW for
the car of the moment, yep,a Prius.
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